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As a member, not only will you receive a host of benefits, but your support 
will enable us to provide free creative arts programming and events to the 
surrounding community for yet another year. 

With your membership, you will be able to explore the gallery with preview 
access, attend special members-only events, and you will be the first to know 
what's happening next at the Sordoni Art Gallery. 

The programs and events that you’ve seen throughout Inside Look would 
not be possible without your support. Your membership helps us provide 
free and low-cost programming to the community at large, bringing new 
experiences to a broad audience.

Help support our mission by continuing to be part of our family of supporters 
dedicated to providing quality arts programming to Wilkes University students 
and the surrounding community.

We are looking for volunteers to help us with:

   • Kids Workshops
   • Special Events & Receptions
   • Outreach Events

As a volunteer you can receive 
early access to exhibitions, 
membership benefits, and a 

required – training is provided.
To register for this training and to receive more information about volunteering, 
email Melissa Carestia at melissa.carestia@wilkes.edu
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Holidays at the Gallery Volunteer/SAG

!"#$%&

The holidays at the gallery were jolly and 
filled with good cheer. We held an end-
of-the-semester cookie decorating  event 
complete with a hot chocolate bar for 
Wilkes students to unwind during finals.

The annual members holiday party ’s theme was 
There’s a Light, celebrating the winter solstice. The 
solstice reminds us that even in the deepest dark, 
light is already on its way back. Members were able to 
mix-and-mingle while enjoying a variety of tapas from 
MVD and celestial-themed macaroons from Three Tiers 
Bakery. The evening concluded with a director’s tour 
of Migrations by Helen Zughaib.

We wrapped up the season by showing 
appreciation to our student staff. Our staff 
holiday party  gave our student staff a night 
to relax after a semester full of hard work. 

��	���������������� ����
��������������

����������������������

Become A Member!
As you might know, membership to the 
Sordoni Art Gallery offers many benefits 
as well as supports free programming to 
the community all year long.

Gift a membership to someone today 
so they can also experience the local 
art community and beyond, all while 
supporting our mission.

Gi  A Membership Today!

!"#$%&'()()'*'"+&,'- ' $%!$.,'/0012$%3,#'()()'*'"+&,'4 ' $%!$.,'/001

Gallery Hours:
Tuesday – Friday: 10 AM – 5 PM
Saturday and Sunday: 12 - 5 PM

Located at 141 S. Main Street 
in downtown Wilkes-Barre
Visitor Parking available

Sordoni Art 
Gallery Sta

Heather SIncavage, M.F.A
Director

Melissa Carestia, M.S
Assistant Director

Jacqueline Kurovsky
Office Assistant

Gallery Attendants

Nora Ahmetaj
Design Team

Valerie Barrows
Social Media Team

Camilla De Los Santos
Social Media Team

Luis Delgado
Social Media Team

Dylan Kiwak
Design Team

Alshareef Millirons
Events Team

Melissa Reyes
Events Team

Emily Romaoskey
Design Team

Hannah Thompson
Social Media Team

Colin Uter
Social Media Team

Madison Westawski,
Social Media Team

Advisory Commission

Jean Adams
Greg Cant, Ph. D.
Melissa Carestia
Virginia C. Davis
Patricia M. Lacy
Allison Maslow
Bill Miller
Paul Riggs, Ph. D.
Eric Ruggiero, M.F.A.
Heather Sincavage, M.F.A.
Susan Shoemaker
Jamie Smith
Andrew J. Sordoni, III
David Ward, Ph. D.
Mia Weaver
Joel Zitofsky

Closed Mondays & University 
Holidays

Call: 570-408-4325
Look: wilkes.edu/sordoniartgallery
Follow: @sordonigallery
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Why Am I Sad explores mental health and depression 
through still life photography. An estimated 280 
million people worldwide live with depression; this 
exhibtion shares the personal narrative of one of 
them—Dana Stirling. As a child of immigrants, she 
grew up navigating dual identities, often feeling like 

an outsider in both cultures. This sense of displacement fostered 

refuge, a way to express what words could not, even as sadness 
lingered within each frame. Through vivid still life imagery, Why Am 
I Sad examines beauty and melancholy while reflecting on cultural 
identity, inherited mental health struggles, and self-discovery. 
Each photograph mirrors complex human emotions and echoes 
her mother’s battle with clinical depression, revealing resilience, 
vulnerability, and an ongoing search for understanding.

What’s in the gallery?
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Mar 24 - May 15, 2026

Upcoming at
the Gallery

    liame esaelP .deriuqer noitartsigeR*
melissa.carestia@wilkes.edu

Thurs., March 26 at 5 PM:  Art in Context Artist Lecture: Dana Stirling. 

Sat., April 11 from noon to 2 PM:  Artventurers: Prints & Portraits

Wed. April 15 at 5:15 PM:

talkback with Martha Posner and Jamie Cabreza. 

Brief reception to follow with free wine/beer bar.

Formal/ Informal: Innovations in Portraiture 
explores the definition of portraiture, comparing 
that formal term to the compositions created by 
photographers. During the 19th century, formal 

studio or posed portraits flourished as a way to capture a vision of a 
person, whether known or unknown to the photographer. The artist, 
in turn utilized their craft to tell the story of the sitter. Images from 
the 20th and 21st century evolved into both formal and informal 
views of people, as their environs began to play as much of a role in 
their portrait as their face did. The result is a collection of portraits 
that could be serious, playful, have social or political ramifications, 
or whose purpose is to celebrate the people, famous or infamous, 
ultimately telling the story of our society as a whole.

Formal/ Informal: Innovations in Portraiture explores the 
definition of portraiture, comparing that formal term to the 
compositions created by photographers. During the 19th 
century, formal studio or posed portraits flourished as a way 
to capture a vision of a person, whether known or unknown to 
the photographer. The artist, in turn utilized their craft to tell the 
story of the sitter. Images from the 20th and 21st century evolved 
into both formal and informal views of people, as their environs 
began to play as much of a role in their portrait as their face 
did. The result is a collection of portraits that could be serious, 
playful, have social or political ramifications, or whose purpose 
is to celebrate the people, famous or infamous, ultimately telling 
the story of our society as a whole.
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HELEN
ZUGHAIB

Oct 28, 2025 
Feb 27, 2026
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HELEN
ZUGHAIB

Oct 28, 2025 
Feb 27, 2026

Helen
Zughaib



Curator: Heather Sincavage
Student Curator: Emily Romanoskey

Dr. Roy E Morgan
Memorial Exhibition
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Syrian Migration 1, 2017
Gouache on paper 

In December of 2010, revolutions 
in Tunisia sparked an “Arab Spring.” 
This was a popular revolt against 
governments across the Middle 
East and North Africa. The protests 
in Syria began in March the next 
year, when demonstrators angry 
over the arrest of schoolchildren 
who had painted anti-government 
graffiti, took to the streets. By July 
of 2011, hundreds of thousands 
were protesting across the country.

HELEN
ZUGHAIB

!"#$%&'$%(%)$
*+,$%-'$%(%.

Inspired by Jacob Lawrence’s 1941 seminal Migration Series, 
Zughaib’s Syrian Migration Series allows for an exploration 
of the contemporary consequences of the post-WWI peace 
through the lens of the current Syrian conflict and the mass 
migration it has triggered. The Treaty of Versailles, which 
ended World War I, resulted in the creation of modern 
borders in the Middle East that have lasting effects on 
today’s geopolitics. Zughaib’s Syrian Migration Series seeks 
to refocus attention on the modern Syrian crisis and give 
voice to those affected, particularly the experience of 
women and children migrants and refugees.

Dr. Roy E. Morgan Memorial Exhibition

Spring Semester Schedule of Events

Tues., January 27, from noon to 1 pm: 
Art in Context lecture: When Home Is No Longer Yours
by Andreea Maierean, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Political Science
 
Wed., February 2, at 5 15 pm: 
*Art in Context screening: Making NEPA Home 
by Kara Washington
Presented by WVIA
 
Sat., February 7, from noon to 2 pm: 
Artventurers
 
Thurs. February 26 at 12 PM: 
Art In Context Immigration Panel Discussion 
with Helen Zughaib and Wilkes University Faculty, 
moderated by Andreea Maierean, Ph.D.
 
Thurs. February 26 from 5 30 to 7 30 pm: 
*Cocktails & Culture
$30 | $25 for gallery members

 *Registration required. Please see website for details

Gallery Hours:
Tuesday – Friday: 10 AM – 5 PM
Saturday & Sunday: 12 - 5 PM

Call: 570-408-4325
Look: wilkes.edu/sordoniartgallery
Follow: @sordonigallery 
Located at 141 S. Main Street in downtown 
Wilkes-Barre, PA, Visitor Parking available

Closed Mondays & University Holidays

84 West South Street
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18766
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Gallery Hours:
Tuesday – Friday: 10 AM – 5 PM
Saturday and Sunday: 12 - 5 PM

Located at 141 S. Main Street 
in downtown Wilkes-Barre
Visitor Parking available

Sordoni Art 
Gallery Staff

Heather Sincavage, M.F.A. 
Director

Melissa Carestia, M.S.
Assistant Director

Jacqueline Kurovsky 
Office Assistant

Lara Mullen
SAG Student Design Fellow

Gallery Attendants
Nora Ahmetaj
Design Team

Valerie Barrows
Social Media Team

Grace Carrick
Design Team

Luis Delgado
Social Media Team

Camila De Los Santos
Events Team

Dylan Kiwak
Design Team, Social Media Team

Melissa Reyes
Events Team

Emily Romanoskey
Design Team

Hannah Thompson
Social Media Team

Colin Uter
Social Media Team

Advisory 
Commission
Jean Adams

Greg Cant, Ph. D.

Melissa Carestia

Virginia C. Davis

Patricia M. Lacy

Allison Maslow

Bill Miller

Paul Riggs, Ph. D.

Eric Ruggiero, M.F.A.

Heather Sincavage, M.F.A.

Susan Shoemaker

Jamie Smith

Andrew J. Sordoni, III

David Ward, Ph. D.

Mia Weaver

Joel Zitofsky

Closed Mondays & University 
Holidays

Call: 570-408-4325
Look: wilkes.edu/
sordoniartgallery
Follow: @sordonigallery

Helen Zughaib, a Lebanese-
born, Arab American artist 
based in Washington, D.C., 
has dedicated her career to 
fostering dialogue between 
cultures through art. Working 
primarily in gouache and ink, 
she draws on the traditions of 
Arab folk art and illuminated 
manuscripts, blending them 
with modern narrative 
painting. Her work is held in 

collections including the White House, the Library of 
Congress, and the Arab American National Museum.

This exhibition centers on Zughaib’s Syrian Migration 
Series. Here, the artist turns her attention to one of 
the most pressing humanitarian crises of the 21st 
century. Across 58 panels, Zughaib humanizes the 
stories behind headlines and statistics. She traces 
the journeys of families displaced by the Arab Spring 
and the Syrian Civil War, using bold color, patterned 
surfaces, and simplified forms to weave a narrative 
of loss, resilience, and hope.

Drawing on Jacob Lawrence’s landmark Migration 
Series (1941), which chronicled the Great Migration 
of African Americans, Zughaib continues his legacy 

of visual storytelling to reflect on modern experiences of 
exile. Her work documents the destruction of war while 
emphasizing the resilience of those who sustain culture, 
memory, and community in the face of displacement.

What’s in the gallery?
FALL 2025 | PAGE 1

Wed., October 29 at 5 pm: Art in Context Lecture: 
Unfinished Journeys with Helen Zughaib. 
Brief reception to follow with free wine/beer bar.

Wed., November 12 at 5 pm: *Art in Context Screening: Persepolis (2007)

Wed., December 3, from 5 to 7 pm: Member’s Holiday Party

Sat., November 22, from noon to 2 pm: Artventurers: 
What is a Home? Paper Collage

Upcoming at 
the Gallery

*registration required. Please 
email melissa.carestia@wilkes.edu

HELEN
ZUGHAIB

Oct 28, 2025 
Feb 27, 2026

Curator: Heather Sincavage
Student Curator: Emily Romanoskey
Dr. Roy E. Morgan Memorial Exhibition
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September marked the opening of our pop-up exhibition 
The Whispering: Screen Performance Exhibition. 
Featuring artists from several countries, this exhibition 
embraces uncertainty and invites contemplation—an 
intimate communion with the unseen currents that move 
through bodies, places, and time. During the Opening 
Reception, the Scranton Fringe Festival joined us to 
promote this year’s festival. We launched our new 
family program, Sordoni Gallery Artventurers. Families 
created their own performance videos. They started 
by creating a storyboard of their performance, used 
different backgrounds while recording, and then edited 
it together for a final film. Miss Elaine from the Osterhout 
Free Library provided storytime. We hosted an Art in 
Context Film Screening of Marina Abramović: The Artist 
Is Present (2012). The film follows Abramović, who refers 
to herself as the "grandmother of performance art," as she 
prepares for a retrospective of her work at The Museum 

The Whispering Event Recap

of Modern Art. Our Last Look Brunch, complete with 
a director's tour by Heather Sincavage, rounded out 
the exhibition.  A light brunch featuring Burnt Norton's 
Autumn menu was served.
 
During the exhibition we also participated in outreach 
events and promoted the gallery to a new class of 
students. The gallery hosted a booth at Wilkes-
Barre’s Multicultural Parade & Festival. Festival 
goers created banners. On campus, our student staff 
promoted the gallery and student membership at 
Club Day. New student members received a shirt that 
they can bring to our first Sordoni Session to tie-dye. 
Student staff participated in a training about managing 
disruptive behaviors with the Director of Counseling at 
Wilkes University. Lastly, we celebrated the gallery’s 
anniversary in the Karambelas Media Center with free 
cupcakes on the Karambelas Gateway!
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