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Background 

 

 

 

 

 

Limitations 

ÅOn-time graduation rates must now be published 

on collegesô/schoolsô of pharmacy websites. 

ÅWilkes PharmD curriculum includes a 

Pharmacotherapeutics sequence during P2 and 

P3 years. 

Å 12 courses, 31 credits 

ÅTeam taught (Pharmaceutical Sciences and 

Pharmacy Practice) 

ÅFailing a course with no immediate remediation 

option may lead to failure to graduate on-time. 

 

ÅEarly performance measures included: 

 

ÅPre-pharmacy grade point average for pre-

requisite courses 

 

ÅOverall pre-pharmacy grade point average 

 

ÅPharmacy College Admission Test (PCAT) 

score 

 

ÅBiochemistry course grades (taught in P1 year) 

 

ÅTwo Anatomy and Physiology (A/P) course 

grades (taught in P1 year) 

 

ÅIBM SPSS Statistics 19 (Armonk, NY) 

 

ÅMann-Whitney U test compared early 

performance measure in two groups 

 

ÅLinear regression compared performance 

measure with mean grade point average in PT 

ÅPre-pharmacy grades and PCAT show no 

significant differences in ability to graduate on-

time. 

 

ÅBasic science courses (A/P II and Biochemistry) 

in P1 year showed significant difference. 

 

ÅAnatomy and Physiology and Biochemistry are 

better predictors of grade in PT courses. 

 

ÅPotentially other factors (perhaps motivation) 

have a stronger relationship with on-time 

graduation and grades in PT 

Methods Cont. 

Results 

 

ÅRetrospective analysis from graduating classes 

2009-2013. 

 

ÅSample was categorized in two groups by ability 

to complete PharmD in four years. 

 

ÅGroup 1 ï completed PharmD = 4 years 

 

ÅGroup 2 ï completed PharmD > 4 years 

 

Objectives 

Å336 matriculated through PharmD program 

Å 327 (97.3%) graduated on-time. 

ÅMean GPA in Pharmacotherapeutics courses 

Å Group 1 (on-time) ï 3.21 

Å Group 2 (not on-time) ï 1.97 

 

 

 

ÅTo compare early performance measures with 

on-time graduation status.   

ÅIdentify correlations with performance measures 

and success in Pharmacotherapeutics (PT) 

courses. 

Methods 

p=.723 

p=.305 

p<.001 

p=.008 

p=.095 

p=.530 

Simple and Multiple Linear Regressions Predicting Mean GPA in PT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
PT ï 12 Pharmacotherapeutics Courses 

GPA ï Grade Point Average 

PCAT ï Pharmacy College Admissions Test 

A/P ï Two Anatomy and Physiology Courses 

Results Cont. Results 

Conclusions 

ÅSmall sample size of students who failed to 

complete degree on-time 

 

ÅSome students (n=17) received credit for 

Biochemistry by transfer 


