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The Languoge of Comics:
Originol Drowings from Jessico Abel's Lo Perdida snd
Mott Modden's 99 Ways to Tell o Story: Exercises in Style

October 2? to December 9, 2OO7

Opening reception:
Soturdoy, November 3, 5:00 - 7:OO p.m.

Mott Modden will present o slide lecture on his work immediotely preceding the
reception ot 4:30 p.m. in Stork Leorning Center, Room 166.

This exhibition wos organized by the Richard F. Brush Art Gollery ot 5t. Lowrence University.

Front: Jessico Abel, What is a graphic novel?,2OOZ
Gicld,e print

Jessicq Abel is the outhor of Soundtrackand AAirror, Window, two
collections of stories ond drowings from her comic book, Artbabe. Her
grophic novel La Perdida won the 2002 Harvey Aword for Best New Series
ond wos nominoted for on " Essenf iels de la BD" oword of the 2OO7
AngoulOme Comics Festivol in Fronce. She is currently colloboroting on
onother grophic novel, Life 5ucks, ond is finishing up o textbook obout
moking comics with Mott Modden. She teoches at the School of Visuol Arts
in New York City.

Mott Modden storted self-publishing minicomics in the early 1990s. He hos
created two grophic novels, Black Candy in 1998 and Odds Of f in 2001.
Mott teoches ot the School of Visuql Arts ond reviews comics for
Bookforum. His lotest comics oppeor in A Fine lAess, a series published by
Alternotive Comics. 99 Ways to Tell a Story: Exercises in Style wos
published in 2005 by Penguin Books.



La Perdida tells the story of o young womon's misodventures
ond her desire to live on outhenticlif e. Carla, on Americon
estranged from her Mexicon father, heods to Mexico City to
"find herself ." She croshes with o former fling, Horry, who hos
been drinking his woy through the copitol in the greot trodition
of his heroes, Williom S. Burroughs ond Jock Kerouoc. Horry is
good-humored obout Corlo's reoppeoronce on his doorstep - until
he reolizes thot Corlo, who spends her doys sooking in the city,
exploring Frido Kohlo's house ond leorning Sponish, hos no

intention of leoving.
When Horry ond Corlo's relotionship of mutuol toleronce

reoches its inevitoble end, she relects his world of Anglo
expots f or her own set of friends: pretty-boy Oscor, who sells
pot ond dreoms of being o DJ, ond chorismotic Memo, aleft-
wing, pseudo-intellectuol lodies' mon. Determined to experience
the real Mexico, Corlo turns o blind eye to her new f riends'
inconsistencies. But then she cotches the eye of o drug don, el
Gordo, ond from thot moment on, her lif e gets a lot more
complicoted, ond she is forced to confront the irreparable
conseguences of her willful innocence.

fmoge: Jessico Abel,Cover drawing for La Perdida,2006
Offset printed jocket sleeve





99 Ways to Tell a Storywos inspired by Roymond Queneou's
Exercises in Style (1947), in which he spun ninety-nine
voriotions out of o bosic, two port text reloting two chonce
encounters with o mildly irritoting chorocter during the course
of o doy. He told the story in every conceivoble tense, then in
free verse, os o sonnet, os otelegram, in pig Lotin, os o series
of exclomations, in on indiff erent voice...you nome it, he did it.

fn my book eoch comic presents the some story-recounts
exoctly the some events-but tokes o different opprooch
to telling the tole. You will find vorying points of view,
diff erent styles of drawing, homoges ond porodies, os well
as interpretotions thot moy chollenge your idao of whot
exoctly o norrotive is. For example, con mops tell o story?
How obout o full page of odvertisements? f'm not
suggesting thot there's o def init e answer , only thot it's
exciting to consider how mony different woys o story con
be told, how ort ond text interoct, ond how lhese comics
relate to other visuol ond norrotive medio.

-Mott Modden

Tmage: Mott Modden, Color mop from 99 Ways to Tell a Story
Gicl6,e print
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