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Alternative Spring Break Program

2011 APPLICATION FORM

The Office of Community Service is pleased to announce the trips for Wilkes University’s 19th annual Alternative Spring Break Experience.  Students will be selected to participate in a trip that will take place during the week of March 5, 2011- March 13, 2011.  The program is open to all currently enrolled Wilkes University undergraduate students.  Participant applications are due in the Community Service Office (2nd floor, Henry Student Center) or the Interfaith Office (2st Floor Student Center) Dr. Miller Political Science Professor (3rd Floor Breiseth Hall)  by 4 p.m. on Friday, September 24, 2010. Electronic submissions are preferred. Late applications will not be accepted. 

This year’s trips are:

Flat Gap, Kentucky

Christian Appalachian Project

www.cap.org
WorkFest 2011 connects students and volunteers from around the country with Appalachian families in need of home repairs. Over 400 college students from around the country work to repair about 16 homes.  Students will work in teams by day and enjoy the cultural riches of Kentucky each evening: blue grass music, dance, companionship of local residents, and the lush surroundings of the Appalachian mountains.

Dominican Republic

Orphanage Outreach

www.orphanage-outreach.com
Teaching English as a second language (ESL) in public school setting

Volunteers in the Dominican Republic will experience first-hand and enjoy a safe and structured program designed to help you truly immerse yourself in the local culture. You'll work side-by-side with local people in an educational setting working with children in one of the local orphanages.

New Orleans, Louisiana

HandsOn New Orleans

Neighborhood Revitalization

With the current situation in the Gulf we are researching safe and salient projects that students and advisors will enjoy- Your assistance in this process will be greatly appreciated.
Costa Rica

Community Collaborations

Fair Trade Coffee Impact

PS 398 Political Economy of Coffee with Dr. Miller
http://www.communitycollaborations.org/
Community Collaborations Fair Trade Impact Exploration projects visit fair trade cooperatives and communities in producer countries. Volunteers meet with fair trade farmers and artisans to explore the impact of fair trade policies and complete projects that benefit the communities.
A few notes about Alternative Spring Break Program:

· Meeting times are typically Sunday evening to accommodate student schedules.

· Flexibility is essential as the needs of the community are in constant transition.

· It is expected that each student will participate in all fundraising, and pay for any portion that is not fundraised.
· Each participant must pay a program fee of $250 domestic or $450 international.  

· Airline tickets will not be purchased until the program fee is deposited in full. Tickets will be purchased in December.

· Students who withdrawal from the ASB trip will be responsible for repayment of the airline ticket purchased in their name. No exceptions.

· There are 15 Sunday meetings, every meeting is extremely important. Therefore, habitual unexcused absences from meetings will result in withdrawal from the ASB team.

· Failure to complete all requirements of the ASB experience i.e. fundraising, surveys, evaluations, student coordination tasks, group tasks, may result in withdrawal from the ASB team.

· Housing will be provided in hostels, churches, or with host families. With rare exception will we be housed in a hotel: This is not a vacation.
· This trip is alcohol and other drug free. Even for those who are of legal drinking age in the United States or in countries abroad. Remember we are representing Wilkes University and must act respectfully to our hosts and to our team mates.
· Food will provided by the host site or cooked by the team. Participants in domestic locations can expect peanut butter and jelly; international participants can expect rice and beans. It is expected that students with dietary restriction and preferences notify the advisors. Within reason, accommodations will be made.

· Immersion and educational opportunities are scheduled by the advisors and program coordinators for cultural experiences at all locations.

· All participants must have health insurance coverage during the entire trip.

· All participants on the international experience must have a valid passport.

· All participants must have all immunizations as determined by the CDC needed for traveling out of the country.

· The group is planning to depart on Saturday, March 5 and return to campus on Saturday, March 13.
ASB Timetable: (subject to change without notice)
September 9



Application available- Club Day

September 24
Participant applications due by 4pm in the Office of Community Service or the Campus Interfaith Office

September 28- October 9

Personal Interviews

October 11&12


Applicants notified of their status

October 22
$50 non-refundable registration due to community service office
October 24



1st Meeting/ Addresses are collected 

October through March

Pre-trip meetings & fundraising

December 4



Program fees are due

Thursday, January 27


Annual Spaghetti Dinner

Thursday, March 3 


Send-Off Dinner for all ASB participants, Leggio’s 5:30PM

Saturday, March 5


Depart for Alternative Spring Break trips

Saturday, March 12


Return to campus from Alternative Spring Break trips

Tuesday, March 29


Presentations to Wilkes Community, 1st Floor Henry Student Center

Sunday, April 12
 

ASB Trip Reunion

Questions?  Contact …

Community Service Office - Megan Boone, 203 Henry Student Center, x5905, or at community.service@wilkes.edu 

ASB Participant Application

Read the directions carefully; incomplete or late applications will not receive consideration.

In your essay, please indicate the trip in which you are most interested.

Completion of an application does not guarantee an interview. Interviews do not guarantee placement in an ASB experience.

Due electronically to community.service@wilkes.edu
 by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, September 24, 2010
Name _______________________________________ Class Yr:     FR      SO     JR     SR

WIN:________________________

Please rank your choices, using 1 as your first choice.  You may mark all three trips if you wish.  If you are not interested in a trip, please do not rank it.


______ Kentucky_______ New Orleans______ Dominican Republic_____Costa Rica
Address/Residence Hall__________________________________ 
Local Phone         # ____________________

Cell Phone # ______________________

E-mail __________________________________________

Date of Birth________________________            T-shirt size _____________ 

Local Newspaper(s) ____________________________________________________________________

Have you ever participated in an Alternative Spring Break program at Wilkes University?  Yes  /  No 

If yes, list year(s) and location of trip(s): _____________________________________________________

Name of one personal reference not related to you__________________________________________

Relationship to you (faculty/advisor, university staff, supervisor, etc.) _____________________________________
Reference Phone # __________________________  
E-mail ____________________________________

(Please have this person write a brief recommendation outlining your qualifications for this program)

Please answer the following questions.  Type your answers directly into the body of this document. Be as specific as possible and give examples where appropriate.  Return the application electronically to the Community Service Office: community.service@wilkes.edu by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, September 24, 2010.  Once your application is received, you may be contacted by ASB staff to schedule a time for a personal interview. Interviews will be extended to candidates based on responses to the following questions: 
*Interviews do not guarantee a space in the program.

Please limit your responses to three pages.

1. How did you find out about ASB?

2. What is your motivation for applying for the Alternative Spring Break trip?  What do you hope to “get out of” this experience?

3. Have you ever traveled abroad, eaten exotic foods, or lived frugally (camping trips, retreats)? Tell us about your travel experience. 

4. Participants are required to do substantial fundraising in order to fund this trip.  In what ways are you able to contribute to fundraising efforts? What fundraisers have you done in the past, what made them successful or not successful? What innovative fundraising ideas do you have?

5. Pre-trip planning and weekly meetings on Sunday, and scheduled volunteer days are also requirements of the Alternative Spring Break Program.  Describe the level of your ability to dedicate yourself to making this commitment.

6. On the ASB experience you may encounter individuals whose life stories are tragic and heartbreaking or inspirational and uplifting, what are your feelings towards individuals who may be in need? 

7. How do you see yourself contributing to the group and to the community you will be serving?

8. What types of activities and/or clubs do you belong to? Do you have a leadership role in those organizations? What is it like for you to be a leader, what’s it like for you to be someone who is lead?

9. List volunteer and service activities you have been involved in both at Wilkes and elsewhere.  Choose one of these activities and specifically explain how it has impacted your life.

10. Upon returning from the trip, how will you translate your experience into service in our local and campus communities as well as into your life?

Check if interested:

□ I am interested in taking a 3-credit leadership course during the Spring 2011 Semester that integrates the ASB trip into the curriculum.  (This is a 3-credit course that is of no cost, provided that students do not exceed 18 credits during the semester.  The course consists of discussions, papers, and projects)
□
I am interested in taking the political science Service-Learning course during the spring 2011 semester. 
□ If accepted, I would like to be considered for a Student Coordinator position for ASB.  This is a volunteer leadership position in which involves organization of meetings and fundraisers, and facilitation of communication and preparation among group participants.
□ Check here if you are requesting financial aid for the trip fees. 
Please indicate your reasoning below.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Alternative Spring Break 2011
Kentucky, New Orleans, Dominican Republic, and Costa Rica
Applicant Agreement Form
Please sign below to verify that:
I desire to take part in the Alternative Spring Break (ASB) trip March 5-12 2011 and that I will participate in pre-trip preparation meetings and fundraising.  I am responsible for personal work-related supplies, passport, and immunization costs, along with the remaining balance of the trip fee that is not fundraised. I understand that payment of the trip fee before or on December 3, 2010 is an indication of my commitment to the ASB program. This payment is indication that the community service office will purchase an airline ticket in my name. Should I withdrawal from the ASB program after an airline ticket has been purchased in my name, I understand that I am responsible for full repayment of the airline ticket purchase price to Wilkes University’s Community Service Office.  I understand that the entire trip is alcohol and other drug free.

Signature of Applicant




Date

�
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