Advisor Applicant Name______________________

Alternative Spring Break Program

2010 ADVISOR APPLICATION FORM
The Office of Community Service is pleased to announce the trip for Wilkes University’s 18th annual Alternative Spring Break Program.  Students will be selected to participate in a trip that will take place during the week of March 6, 2010- March 13, 2010.  The program is open to all currently enrolled Wilkes University undergraduate students.  Participant applications are due in the Community Service Office (2nd floor, Henry Student Center) or the Interfaith Office (1st Floor Student Center) by 4 p.m. on September 18, 2009. 

Electronic submissions are preferred. Late applications will not be accepted. This year’s trips are:

Tennessee

Once Upon a Time in Appalachia

http://www.onceuponatimeadventures.com/breakaway.html
Native American

Volunteers will be spending time at the Cherokee Nation, focusing on the environment, and rural Appalachia. Several agencies that we will work with are: Snowbird Cherokee community, Cherokee National Forest, Sequoyah Museum, Great Smoky Mountains National Park, and Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency.
Dominican Republic

Orphanage Outreach
www.orphanage-outreach.com
Teaching English as a second language (ESL) in public school setting
Volunteers in the Dominican Republic will experience first-hand and enjoy a safe and structured program designed to help you truly immerse yourself in the local culture. You'll work side-by-side with local people in an educational setting working with children in one of the local orphanages. 

A few essential notes about Alternative Spring Break Experience:
· Flexibility is essential as the needs of the community are in constant transition.

· It is expected that each student will participate in at least half of all fundraising and pay for any portion that is not fundraised. Total trip costs per student are $1000 Tennessee $1500 Dominican Republic.
· A fifty dollar ($50) non-refundable registration fee for all participants is due October 8.

· Each participant must pay a program fee of $250 domestic or $ 450 international. Due in Full before Dec. 1.  

· Airline tickets will not be purchased until the program fee is deposited in full. 

· Students who withdrawal from the ASB trip will be responsible for repayment of the airline ticket purchased in their name.
· There are 13 scheduled meetings (26 for Student Coordinators) prior to the ASB experience.
· Habitual unexcused absences from meetings (half or more) will result in withdrawal from the ASB team.
· Failure to complete all required facets of the ASB experience i.e. fundraising, surveys, evaluations, student coordination tasks, group tasks, may result in withdrawal from the ASB team.
· Housing will be provided in hostels, state parks, churches, or with host families. This is not a vacation.
· Immersion and educational opportunities are scheduled by the advisors and program coordinators for cultural experiences at both locations.

· All participants must have health insurance coverage during the entire trip.

· All participants must have a valid passport.

· All participants must have all immunizations needed for traveling out of the country.
· Weather permitting, the group is planning to depart on Saturday, March 6 
ASB Timetable:
September 17



Application available- Club Day

September 25
Participant applications due by 4pm in the Office of Community Service or the Campus Interfaith Office

September 28- October 9

Personal Interviews

October 12& 13


Applicants notified of their status

October 22
$50 non-refundable registration due to community service office
October 23&24


ASB Retreat- Addresses are collected 

October through March

Pre-trip meetings & fundraising

December 4



Program fees are due

Thursday, January 26


Annual Spaghetti Dinner

Thursday, February 26 

Send-Off Dinner for all ASB participants, Leggio’s 5:30PM

Saturday, March 6


Depart for Alternative Spring Break trips

Saturday, March 13


Return to campus from Alternative Spring Break trips

Tuesday, March 23


Presentations to Wilkes Community, 1st Floor Henry Student Center

Sunday, April 11
 

ASB Trip Reunion

Questions?  Contact …

Community Service Office - Megan Boone, 203 Henry Student Center, x5905, or at community.service@wilkes.edu 
Wesley Kinter, AmeriCorps*VISTA, 203 Henry Student Center, x3331.
Interfaith Office-  Caitlin Czeh 204 Henry Student Center student lounge, or at X5904

The Role of an ASB Advisor

ASB advisors have many responsibilities placed on their shoulders in order to ensure the success of the students in the ASB experience. As the leaders of ASB, we will play many roles over the course of the position, some of which will appear easier than others. As advisors we keep the best interests of the students we are involved with our main priority, and it is our responsibility to make sure the organization is run efficiently and successfully by the students. 

Advisors are Mentors:

· We lead by example.

· Attending ASB team and coordinator meetings and offering support to student leaders leading the ASB group

· Supporting other advisors in becoming familiar with the ASB experience

· Providing enthusiasm for our profession, spirit of service work, and student growth 

· Exhibiting high interest in aiding in student’s personal development with warmth and understanding

· Encouraging others to extend themselves intellectually, emotionally, spiritually, and professionally

· Supporting students in finding peer mentors within the group

· Teaching teambuilding skills to the student coordinators who in turn involve the group

· Assisting in the performance planning: helping the coordinators create clear leadership descriptions, set expectations, set goals

· Helping the coordinators complete self-assessments of their progress with ASB planning as well as academically

· Conducting a formal ASB evaluation to make ASB more successful

ASB Advisor Application

Due in the Community Service Office by 4:00 p.m. Monday September 18, 2009
Name __________________________________________________________________ 
Campus/Local Address____________________________________________________

Campus/Local Phone # ______________________E-mail _______________________

Name of one personal reference ____________________________________________ 
Relationship to you ______________________________________________________
(faculty member, staff member, administrator)

Phone Number _____________________    
E-mail ________________________

(The person does not have to write a recommendation.  We will contact them for a brief conversation as the selection process becomes highly competitive.)

Please rank your choices, using 1 as your first choice.  You may mark both trips if you wish.  If you are not interested in a trip, please do not rank it.



______ Tennessee
______ Dominican Republic

Please answer the following questions.  We suggest typing the answers on a separate page.  Include both pages as your application.  Be as specific as possible and give examples where appropriate.  Applicants will be evaluated by the quality of the application.  Return the application to the Office of Community Service, 2nd floor Henry Student Center, by 4 pm on September 18, 2009.  When you turn in your application we will schedule a time for a personal interview.  

Have you ever participated in an Alternative Spring Break program at Wilkes University?  
YES  /  NO 

1. Why are you interested in being an advisor for an ASB trip?

2. What is your motivation for doing service work?

3. What gifts and abilities do you bring to this role as an advisor?  How will the group benefit from your involvement?

4. Advisors may be called to be advocates for the group while on the experience; what limitations or apprehensions do you have about leading a trip?

5. In which trip are you most interested in and why?  If you are not selected for your first choice trip, would you like to be considered for the other trip?  Please rank and explain your preferences.

6. Participants are required to do fundraising in order to help defray the cost of the trip. Advisors are looked at for guidance in being part of this process.  Are you able and willing to do this? How will you help in the fundraising?
7. Pre-trip planning and weekly meetings are also requirements of the Alternative Spring Break Program.  Will you be able to dedicate yourself to making this intense commitment?

8. List leadership, volunteer, and service activities you have been involved in both at Wilkes and elsewhere.  Choose one of these activities and explain how it has impacted your life.

9. Upon returning form the trip, how will you translate this trip into your academic endeavors, community service in our local area, as well as in your life?
Alternative Spring Break 2009

[image: image1.jpg]WILKES

) NIVERSITY




Tennessee and Dominican Republic
Advisor Agreement Form
Please sign below to verify that:
I desire to become an advisor for the Alternative Spring Break (ASB) trip March 6-13, 2010 and that I will participate in pre-trip preparation meetings and fundraising.  I have read all of the materials presented in this application and have sought out answers from the Community Service Coordinator for questions I have concerning the ASB experience.  The fifty dollar ($50) non-refundable registration fee will be waived for the advisors upon signature of the Advisor Commitment Form; this fee is designated to hold a space for the advisor on the Alternative Spring Break experience. I am responsible for personal work-related supplies, passport, immunization costs, and spending money. I understand that in exchange for my time, leadership, and talent, the trip fees are being paid for by the Community Service Office. This payment is indication of my commitment to the ASB program. The payment of the trip fee gives permission to the Community Service Office to purchase an airline ticket in my name. Should I withdrawal from the ASB program after an airline ticket has been purchased in my name; I understand that I am responsible for full repayment of the airline ticket purchase price to Wilkes University.  I understand that the entire trip is alcohol and other drug free.
Signature of Applicant




Date
�








