Date

Inside Address

Dear ______________:

I am a member of the Wilkes University faculty.   During my career, I have seen first hand the important work my colleagues do not only for the thousands of students who are educated here but also for the local community and the state of Pennsylvania.  Wilkes makes its high quality education affordable to students from all socio-economic levels, and these students graduate and become productive citizens in our communities. At Wilkes, 85 percent of our students receive some form of financial aid which last year totaled about $19 million.

I write to you today because our neediest students are confronted with dramatic cuts to their need-based grants.  As you know, the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA) has experienced a sudden loss of earnings and will not be able to continue its contribution to the Student Grant Program.  The Agency will reduce its spending on student grants by at least $40 million. While the Governor’s proposed 3% increase (or $11.6 million) is welcome, PHEAA has told us that the maximum grant of $4,700 may be cut as much as $700 even with the Governor’s increase.  Alternatively, PHEAA has said it may have to decrease eligible recipients by as many as 10,000 students.  To make matters worse, students may also face difficulty for the first time in obtaining student loans since creditors, shaken by the sub-prime lending crisis, have not been willing to buy bonds backed by student loans.  Coming on top of reductions in grants, this could simply drive students out of higher education or to another institution.

The irony of this is that the state would ultimately take on a greater financial burden as students become less productive in their working lives or need to be educated at a state university or community college. 
Therefore, I am asking you to please champion a 10% increase ($38.6 million) for the Student Grant Program in the 2008-09 budget.  Given the state’s expected surplus, this increase does not seem high and Student Grants are targeted to those students most in need.  Without a significant increase in this need-based aid program, many deserving students will not be able to attain their educational goals and the long-term impact on the Commonwealth will be dramatically harmful.  

Sincerely,

