SAMPLE STUDENT LETTER
Help Support Student Aid 
February 27, 2008

(write, phone, or e-mail the Governor, state legislators from the district of the institution and also from surrounding areas, and legislators who are alumni.)
The Honorable (full name)

(Harrisburg or District Office Address)

Dear Governor or Representative or Senator (last name):
I have learned that PHEAA will not be able to support student grants as in the past and the grant program will lose at least $40 million in PHEAA earnings next year.  PHEAA has told our financial aid officers that the maximum grant of $4,700 may be cut by as much as $700 even with the Governor’s increase.  While $700 may not sound like much to you, it is to me, especially if you multiply that amount by the number of years I have left to complete my degree.
Alternatively, PHEAA has said it may have to decrease eligible recipients by as many as 10,000 students.  Further losses in purchasing power, recipients or grant funds may occur, if PHEAA further reduces funding from business earnings and the state does not meet its obligation to students and institutions by providing additional state dollars.
(Discuss your personal student grant situation:  How much do you receive in your student grant?  What does a $700 decrease mean in your budget?  If not personally affected, how would this impact other students at your institution who receive aid?)

I want to receive my degree from Wilkes and am already contributing mightily to the cost of my education. While I do appreciate the generosity of the Commonwealth, I need more help from you and your legislative peers. If you fail to fully fund the state grant program it will place an undue burden on me and my family.
Please recognize the importance of this situation.  The Commonwealth must increase funding by 10%, an increase of $38.6 million, in 2008-09 just to replace the PHEAA earnings and limit the damage to students.  Please invest in the future of Pennsylvania by providing this increase to PHEAA grants.
Sincerely,

Information on contacting state legislators is available at www.legis.state.pa.us.  Look under Senate/House and e-mail addresses are there. Click on “Members” to find list of all members and then click on the name of an individual member to find all contact information.  Personal letters or phone calls are the best form of contact.  However, an e-mail contact is better than no contact at all.

Contact the Governor at:

Governor Edward G. Rendell 
225 Main Capitol Building 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

Phone: (717) 787-2500
Fax: (717) 772-8284
E-mail the Governor's Office 

Additional information is available at:  www.aicup.org under Government Relations 
