
Building a College Town

N KEEPING WITH WILKES UNIVERSITY’S HISTORY OF HELPING
build the economic prosperity of our region, I began service as chair of the
Greater Wilkes-Barre Chamber of Business and Industry in January.This is a
wonderful opportunity for our university to integrate more fully its strategic
and master plans into the economic revitalization of our region and help
lead an organization that has done so much to facilitate that revitalization.

The outstanding results the region enjoyed last year are a tribute to many
dedicated and talented people who work to bring our region economic growth:
Gov. Ed Rendell, the county commissioners, Mayor Tom Leighton, the chamber
and colleges in the Wyoming Valley. One headline after another extolled the
economic progress of our downtown business district: Barnes & Noble
Booksellers, the purchase of 10 E. South (University Towers) for student
apartments, Movies 14, new restaurants and businesses, and creation of a
downtown Business Improvement District.We have a great opportunity to
challenge the business community to accelerate this progress even more.

Many leaders, including me, believe the key to our region’s future is promoting
Wilkes-Barre as a college town, with the additional richness of a vibrant arts
community and a strong business and retail presence.

Success at making Wilkes-Barre a college town will be good for Wilkes
University and good for all of Wilkes-Barre. If we have learned anything from the
past, it is that working together to find new solutions to old problems produces
exciting results from which everyone can benefit.

Dr.Tim Gilmour
Wilkes University President
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Wilkes University is an independent institution of higher education dedicated to
academic and intellectual excellence in the liberal arts, sciences and professional
programs. The university provides its students with the experience and education
necessary for career and intellectual development as well as for personal growth,
engenders a sense of values and civic responsibility, and encourages its students to
welcome the opportunities and challenges of a diverse and continually changing
world. The university enhances the tradition of strong student-faculty interactions in
all its programs, attracts and retains outstanding people in every segment of the
university, and fosters a spirit of cooperation, community involvement, and individual
respect within the entire university.

Movies 14, located on Northampton Street,
is just one of the recent downtown
improvements in Wilkes’ neighborhood.
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