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Wilkes University is an independent institution of higher education dedicated to
academic and intellectual excellence in the liberal arts, sciences and professional
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Law School Project

he Wilkes University Board of Trustees’ approval of the next stage
of our law school planning initiative in June was a critical
milestone on a journey that is likely to lead to the creation of
northeast Pennsylvania’s next professional school.The action recalls
another event in Wilkes history that, at the time, carried both risks
and rewards. In 1996, the University launched its School of

Pharmacy with a vision for what it could mean for the region and for Wilkes.A
decade has passed since we graduated the first group of pharmacists in 2000, and
we are marking the program’s 10th anniversary.

The pharmacy program has been a
resounding success, surpassing expectations for
enrollment.The quality of students competing
for the 70 seats in each year’s entering class
remains high. Over 95 percent of our doctor of
pharmacy graduates pass the pharmacy boards—
the exams required to become registered
pharmacists—on the first try. Our pass rate on
these exams is higher than the state and national
averages. Our pharmacy graduates uniformly
receive multiple job offers at good salaries.

Seeing this success makes it easy to forget that
many concerns were voiced about whether
there was a need for another pharmacy school
when we launched our program.We proceeded
with plans at that time because the only
pharmacy programs available in Pennsylvania
were in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. University
leaders believed that starting a school of

pharmacy would be a service to northeast Pennsylvania residents, a boon to the
region’s economy and an asset to Wilkes University.We were right.

Fast forward to 2009 and the recent decision to proceed with plans for a law
school. Once again, we are in position to establish a professional school in
northeast Pennsylvania where none currently exists. Our market research tells us
that interest in a law degree, the juris doctor, is high.

Founding a law school at Wilkes is still another important step to revitalize the
region, make Wilkes-Barre a major college town, and increase the competitiveness
and diversity of the region’s economy.And we fully believe this will be another
significant step toward making Wilkes University a premier university in the
Mid-Atlantic region.

I invite you to read more about plans for the
law school initiative on page 3.As this new
chapter in Wilkes history unfolds, alumni and
friends of the University can follow its progress on
the pages of this magazine and on our Web site.

T

Dr.Tim Gilmour
Wilkes University President

Daniel Breznak takes the pharmacist’s oath as
part of the annual white coat ceremony for
Wilkes pharmacy students. The program
celebrates its 10th anniversary this year.
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Kirby Hall, one of Wilkes’
historic locales, is one of
several University buildings
where a ghostly presence
is said to be felt.
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