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The Great

By Jon Kakdjeski and Annie Yoskoski

As this semester was beginning, our campus, our local community, and our Wilkes famil
faced a challenge that Wilkes had not confronted in almost four decades. Due to a variety C
meteorological phenomena the Susquehanna River crested in-Bétkesiear fortyhree
feet, nearly twice the natural flood state and higher than the flood that devastated the Wyo-
ming Valley in 1972. Fortunately, the levees held, but no Colonel was unaffected.

Many people have compared this recent flooding event to the Agnes flood of 1972. Man)
things are different in the Valley, yet some things have stayed the same. One of these con-
stant things is that this Valley has a heart. The people who reside here reach out and help
each other without being asked to do so. When the shelter locations were announced, imm
diately people started to donate supplies and volunteer their time.

Residents were not the only evacuees; the University administration faced the daunting
task of keeping 1,600 eend offc ampus resi dent students sa
evacuation began Wednesday afternoon, BineRaul AdamsYice President for Student
Af fairs, and other administrators began |
according to Adams, oOwas keeping the st u
we wanted them to go to a campus. o6 The U]
providing a safe haven for dozens of st ui
ing to Adams. Students were well provided for and were constantly attended by professione
staff from Scranton and Wilkes Universities.

F
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Welcome New English Majors and Minors
By Kristina Spaulding
The English Department would like to welcome 11 new English
majors Miranda GodlewskKendra KuharSierra MarshAntonio Miller,
Brett Musial Mark Riccj Leanna RolonMelissa Shoemakefevin
SplaneDanielle ViglioneandGabriella ZawackiThe department also
welcomes a new English mindessica Bonczewski i
English majors and minors will be able to choose which courses
want to take, depending on their intereMajors can choose from three
tracksliterature secondary education, and writifigne options for an
English minor includeiterature, Professional Writing, or
CreativeWriting. :
As English majors or minors, students will spend most of their tifmgoin Courtesy of Elizabeth Voda |
Kirby Hall, which is never a bad thing, unless they are scared of the ghosts. Students within the major or minor will finc
close family within this department, where students, faculty, and staff are personable an@ittettubydepartment
being as small as it is, students will have personal relationships with most of their professors, and it is comforting to kn
that the faculty is always there for their students, and they are always willing to help.

Faculty, Student, and Club Updates

By Viktoria Wojciechowski

o Dr. Marcia Farrelill be traveling to India wibrs. Linda Winkler, Mark StinegndEric Ruggerido visit Punjabi
University in OctoberWhile there, they will be presenting papers at an international Media conféfamed.will
be presenting with Wi nkler on sever BlbggingoDigitat s such ¢
Communication, and Neb mp e r i @HangiaghGlobal Paradigms of Mediascape Conference (Patiala, Punjab,
India, October 2011).

e Farrell wrote three articles that were accepted for
A n a nSbutAsian Revigwf or t hcomi ng) ,LauR eantse rv a@hidledr ePro:ist 6 s | mg
Of f PAR#ELEef @ort hcoming), andElbiWhahetalboBdawdHrGs ubiels@nce
S e pt e mitemationdl Journal of Humanities and Social Sclefce)une 201117206 178.

e Dr. Chad Stanleis currently working wifDr. Loran Lewison a local history project focusing on regional farming and
the WilkesBarre Farmers Market. Wilkes studeAtexandra Madaya, Todd OravadRyan Woodare also
participating in this project. The Farmers Market is on Thursday mornings in the square.

o Stanley an®r. Anthony Kapolkavi | | conduct a coll aborative presenta
Echoes in the Digital Age" at the EAPSU Conference on English in the Digital Age in October. The presentation
focuses on Jonathan Swit'Tale of a Tutand Umberto Eco'§he Name of the Rosexploring various attitudes
and anxieties concerning the creation, reproduction, and retrieval of literary texts.

Class of 2011 Education Majors with a Minor in English Updates
By Kristina Spaulding
At the end of each year, English students must present their Senior C&athekCannulShannon McDonal@nd
Kristen Pechulis2011 English alumni, completed their capstone work by student teaching in high schools around the
NEPA area. When asked about her experience in the fi
amazing experience and being able to apply what you have learned over the past four years into your future career we
really rewarding feeling. However, there are some aspects of teaching that school cannot prepare you for and that is w
the experience comes in. 26 Mc Donal d described her ex
classroom compared to actually putting it into practice. Different graphic organizers really helped me, especially becau
was focusing on Special Education. Taking the writing claBs.Winet Starndgre | ped t oo. 6 Pechul i
|l earned in her English classes and applied it to her
develop in this environment where |iterature is a cr
After graduation, McDonald started teaching Special Education English at Sayreville War and Memorial High Schoo
Sayreville, New Jersey. Cannuli is teachiagd®12 grade English at Sussex Technical High School in Delaware, where
she also coaches field hockey and lacrosse.
If you are interested in joinire /nkwell. Quarter/gtaff and/or enrolling in English 190:Projects in Writing: Inkwell, please ¢

Dr. Marcia Farrell (marcia.farrell@wilkes.edu) or Dave Cook (david.cook@wilkes.edu)
for more information.
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The Death of Books?:

How | Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the eBook
By Tony Thomas

For several years now, analysts have been predicting the death of the book, the newspaper, and virtually all form:
printed media. The rise of the tablet and the moddyaak reader has not helped to abide such thoughts. Why purchase
books and have them take up so much space when one can easily download and have their entire library neatly storec
an electronic tablet? Why bother going to the library when you can rent books on your iPad or Kindle? Why bother whe
Amazon is working on a Netfissque service for book rentals?

Perhaps some bother because of the nostalgia one gets when
opening a book and the feel of turning a physical page. What may/té, . .
keeping many back is the fear of change. Let's face it, at the rate | [1Let's face It, at the rat

technology is advancing our children will approach reading in a w3

unrecognizable from how we did. The consolidation of media into .syszBChnOIOQy iS advanCin
lectronic devices is becoming th . i i
electronic devices is becoming the norm nalgyr children will ap-

However the change in how writing is being presented is not 1

everyone optimistic about the state of books. For New York Times proa_ch rea_ding in awa

columnistBill Keller, people are just writing too much despite the .
decline in the sales of printed books the past couple of years. The acMnrecognlzable from ho
writing has become doable for many. Today, more venues for publishin .y

exi st now than there were eve Vl?edldQn years ago
about swashbuckling zombie pirates? Just put it on your blog. Someene
is bound to read it.

While scoffing at the idea of a world without printed books may be easy for English majors who study battered coy
of Vonnegut novels, the idea of the evolution of how written word is presented and read is not an idea to be scoffed at.
Writers will not stop writing. The novel will not die. What will change is the means of production and distribution. Easie
means of getting published means that even more voices can be heard. More accessibility means that more voices wil
heard. And more voices scares those who have held on to the voice of public discourse for hundreds of years.

Ca

Alumni Update

Compiled by Annie Yoskoski

« Lauren Carey2008, has a poem "Sticks and Stones and a Colt 45" published in the Luzerne County Tran:
Authority Poetry in Transit program this year. She also works as an adjunct English professor at Luzerne
County Community College teaching English 101.

« Sabrina Hannon2010, is furthering her education and will be graduating from Southern Connecticut State
University with a masterod6s degree in Women's St

e Shannon Curtin2007 and MBA 2009, is currently a communications and engagement analyst for Northroy
Grumman in Suffolk, VA. She recently completed her first half marathon and will be participating in a loce
poetry workshop this fall. After meeting in Montreal in 2008 on assignment for the Wilkes Marketing and
Communications office, she marrigdch Mazuon June 12, 2010. The couple resides in Portsmouth, VA
with their dog, Bruno.
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The Prismatic Portal of the Professor
The I nkwell Quarterlyds New Serializ

The blood is still fresh on the carpets of old Kirby Hall. The brutal murders
fresh in the minds of our heroes. A bizarre conspiracy entangled in a web of intrigus
the macabre. A prismatic portal once hidden by a wily professor. Traversing across
and time our heroes will be challenged by the strange and the weird. Lives are in /i
We meet our friends just moments after uncovering the mystery of the Kirby Killer.

oWhat hewashdMatt screaming abou
said Jamie to the small group of students who were still in the basement, st
by the horrific murders.
oJamie, for god sakes, cand6ét you just let it go
definition of what makes a sequel possible. You rehash what happened, probably making reference to some
stupid cliffhanger, which really makes no sense, just so some no name writers can produce some BS seconc
install ment that nobody wants to see or read, bu
OHonestly, just go home, see a therapist, and tr
Daveds bitter words were supported by a gener al
and Jamie, taking the hint, walked up the basement stairs. The rest of the group followed her, realizing that
was awkward and problematic to stay at a crime scene.

oFinally, this implausibly | ong day is over, 0
horrific, if not overly dramatic scream.
o0Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ, my handds burned, 0

Coming from the door was a blujslrple energy, which was slowly wrapping around the entire outline of the
building. Before anyone could react, the building went dark, and all the doors began to slam shut.

oTony, youdll be fined said Dave, a few minutes
Matt was right. He had to know something, maybe
of clue. They did have something planinecde | | before he killed her. o

Reluctantly, the group agreed and began to follow Dave up the stairs until they arrived at the second floor
foyer where Annie, who had been rather quiet all/l
The group, used to kneejerk reactions by this point in their day, stopped and turned to see what had caused
scream.

There, in Kuhardos office, was the source of the
frozen geared comment on modern society, but was, instead a fully automated device. Strange sounds and
flashes of purple light were being emitted by the machine.

0l sfAat hpaotr t al 6 said Tony, disgusted and horrifiec

oYes, Tony, that is, or seems to be a portal,6 o
these next wordsébut assuming Matt was r i Gjompéwe
into the portal .o

With less trepidation than should have been expected, Dave jumped into the swirligmiplestnergy and
disappeared. Everybody else, stood there.

A moment | ater, Dave reached his head out into

there Iis an entire world here, and you wondét bel

What is this strange world that has been discovered through the portal? A world filled with super
intelligent apes that travel in flying machines? Alien creatures and seductivelynsynseiaRé airs of mole
people? What will become of our heroes? Will anyone like the new expendable cast members? And...most
important what has become of the English professors? Stay tuned for the next installmeeftisinatic
Portal of the Professor.
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Kuhar s Corner f
UnderWriting Chaos: Finding the Right Insurance When the Measur|
Instruments are Broken :

A comment on the OFlood of 201 ‘
OArt i s an attempt Rabertlfrostng or der t

OA Summer Worth Forgetting, 6 OFE
Str ainkweldhr t bcl es Lost in Flood. o T
that confirm the chaos created by
the mysterious loss gfkwellcopy. Bear with me.)

The Flood of 2011 created chaos that will be felt throughout our communities well into the future. My idea here
does nothing to mitigate the actual loss, material and psychological, felt by so many since September 9. The universit
mostly undamagedlon the surface. Students, staff and faculty, many of whom did suffer great loss, worked to serve th
needs of others even as their own possessions were in peril. The chaos brought out the very best in people, in our Wi
community and in the Wyoming Valleyds surrounding co
friend, if can ever go through this again.

The Flood of 2011 forced many of you, as students, to navigate some degree of chaos. You may have been force
of your dorm or apartment of have had classes cancelled. In any case, you know about navigating chaos not only be
of the flood. You know about it because itds who we
major knows about the chaos and anxiety that arrives, like clockwork, at just about the seventh week of the semester.
midterm exams pass into memory, you know about the chaos of exam preparation, the chaos inherent in ordering you
thoughts in an essay, and the broader chaos that comes with trying to move forward in your life story. In your classes.
chaos is evident whet hehaucgronKéteGhopmt udyi ng Mar xi st t he

Now, how will you go forward navigating this chaos? What can prepare you for this? Well, in this consumerist
society, maybe you should buy something. Interested in buying insurance against future chaos? Where can you get i
Will you need your WIN number to apply? Wklart? Wegmans? Farley Library?

Well, |l etds see. Our culture is hip to capitalizing
i nsurance against great |l oss is everywhere. The car
expect it neatly critiqgues the issue of preparedness
may hem : . . . uhh, yes you can . : . But youol | n

But can you really buy insurance against thevrdhaeds

the loss? More importantly, will more insurance really prepare ythefanxietyfear, and confusion that comes with
chaos? Will you need to fully understand psychological theory to get it? Where can | go for answers? Stop the quest
please. ...

Our American literature regularly contemplates ho@ ageindividuals, as a society, and as a cducdry go
forward in light of great 10§s.S. Eliothad his 9/11 in World War I. Frost has his in contemplating the loss of self in a
rapidly advancing society. Writers Mighael Hert Norman MailerandThomas Pynchorontemplated how to
respond to the aftermath of Vietham and the sense of chaos it brought to our national and international identity as
superpower. More recent®pn DeLillo andCormac McCarthyin very different ways, have tried to understand how we
responded to, or fix, the chaos of 9/11 and its impact on our national story.

In fact literature itself, at least a lot of the literature we study in classrooms, seems somehow aboutdixing things

things in |ife, i n our Memtste,Landomsiructs aroundlayered wices doised orT .

the brink of a revelation about progress yet somehow stupefied in a morass of allusive terrain unable to voice the outc
of hoping to respond to deep | oss. Robert Frostods p
source of wisdom or insight. 0Stopped by Woods on S
nature and experience as it is about heightening our awareness of the powerful impact nature can have on us as we jc
through our stories. The mighty Susquehanna has tau
not epiphanic in its understanding of nature; I1t0s e

contempl ate chaos and confusion and the hope for ord
Chaos, it seems, in the end wins out intellectually as well as structurally in our literature when we turalto it for fin
solutions. GChawa ¢ v BgcaieR the imtréy e wr paranoia connected to negotiating chaos and allow:
its meanings to be subsumed by the search for a way toward order. More recent fictions, in works by writers such as
David Foster WallacendToni Morrison, court the failures of awareness as a central feature of chaos even as they
contemplate how our society complicates notions of history, marketing, memory and the media.
Continued on page 8...
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The Great Flood Contin

Rumors and uncertainty certainly increaseg
stress many individuals faced during the evac
tion. Some students, like sophomore Biochem
try major and Army ROTC Cadkeonard Fris-
bie were oOorelieved an
throughout the region with a county EMA tea

Wil kesds staff work
calm and junior History majédex Madayavas
on the frontline. As a RA in Evans Hall, annou
ing to her floor that Wilkes would be evacuati
was not an easy task.
most funny the different ways students reacte
Some girls moved all their stuff while others ju
brushed the dangers

The idea of leaving your home and posses

students that were evacuated from Wilkes dor
had no options of going back home, because 5
own homes being in danger as well as numerpekpto Courtesy of Dr. Farrell
road closures. One of the difficult things that sepa=
rates a flood from any other natural disaster is what is left behind. If a tornado demolishes a family home the residents
pick through the rubble to find anything that survived. In a fire everything is burnt to a crisp and most of it is yhrown aw:
In a flood however, the possessions in the house are most likely still there. The things that were once pristine and corr
pletely functional are now water | ogged and covered
but needs to be thrown out. Residents have to enter their ravaged homes and decided what to keep and what has to b
thrown away. Going through that process takes a psychological toll on people often leaving them starting over with no
Wil kesd untested students rose to the occasion, oft
book were vital for communication during the flood. For many, the Internet was a vital source of information on how
things were going. Local station WBRE evacuated their downtown station, but still stayed on the air, working out of a 1
porary studio, for the duration of the crisis, helping provide information and truth in a chaotic time. After theetler crest
the Internet immediately began its new &asélping this valley and Northeast Pennsylvania recover.
When the cleanup began, everyone in the Valley pitchBd.ihawrence Kuhawas helping a friend in Falls Town-
ship, when a family came around with a lunch of sandwiches, sodas, and chips for everyafiRued on page 7...

VI NN
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Photo Courtesy of Elizabeth Voda |
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The Great Flood Continued from page 6¢&

0ol asked them 6éwho sent you?d as in, are you with
on the other side of the river and received I|ittle d
of many that came to towns that were maybe only three or four mj

away, yet received a level of damage that was incomprehensiblg. ~ x p
North Eastern Pennsylvania is a community of strong peopl ,WﬂoI asked t hem O

want to help others in their time of need, no matter what the sa rificy. ou? 6 a s I n , ar
Even the larger companies around in the Valley, like Proctor an Red Cross or Something like
Gamble, have provided disaster trucks to areas like Tunkhannock .
and Shickshinny, allowing people to charge their phones, wash thetr hat . The y said

clothes, and get a hot shower. Many of us opened up our homes tdjyve on the other side of the

people in need and even though as a campus Wilkes had no d ma]gﬁi, : :
there are three different campaigns running to help others who gid er and received little

receive damage. Many things have changed in the Valley since whamage SO we C a
A new generation has taken over, technology has encroached upon /
our college campuses and we have gained many great businesses--Yet,
we still go up the mall and wait not so patiently for bazaars every year. The main thing that has not changed is the sen
community that we all share, and the willingness to jump in and help others in need without waiting for them to ask for
help. The Wyo-
ming Valley has a
courageous and
loving people
whose hearts are
willing to reach
out and help oth-
ers in need and
that is something
that will never
change.

Photos Courtesy of Liz Voda, Dr. Marcia Farrell, and Annie Yoskoski
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