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After considering the law
school option, the board of
trustees asked the adminis- -
tration to appoint an ad hoc
committee and charged it with
the responsibility for studying
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i mendatmn to continue: study-
- ing the initiative led to a na-
- tionwide search for.a dea of
. the Wilkes Law School Plan-
= ‘ning Initiative, which conclud-
~ed when 1 accepted the posi-

tion. ’I‘hls is an extraordt

The. 1dea of starting a law

sion.,
stcussmn over other issues

‘of importance to legal educa-

tion crystallized one year ago
with the Carnegie Foundation
for the Advancement of Teach-
ing’s release of “Educating -
Lawyers: Preparation for the
Profession of Law” -~ a volume
that praises what legal educa-

‘tion does very well and offers
‘suggestions on how legal edu-

ilkes finds promlse m new law school

A new law school partxc-
ularly one that is not located
at large research university
and therefore bound by the
cultural imperatives of such an
institution — is uniquely suited
to address the challenges pre-
sented by the Carnegle report.,

- Why Wilkes?

-Because it has proven to be

- an institution that embraces

this kind of challenge - an

" institution that is willing to
take calculated risks for the

betterment of its students and
its community,

Certainly, creation of the.
highly successful Nesbitt Col-
lege of Pharmacy and Nursing
12 years ago serves as proof of
what Wilkes can do with a new
idea and how the regzon can -
benefit.

Similar initiatives llke the
creation of the Jay Sidha
School of Business and Lead-
ership and the Sovereign Cen-
ter, and participation by
Wilkes in the Joint Urban

-Studies Center,-are further .

evidence of how a university
canhelp aregions

- The ideaof a law school in
NEPA = one at Wilkes Uni-
versity — is an idea with great

promise. Tt is now time to

beginthe hard work of deter-
mining whether that idea can
be turned into a reality. -
“Those with an interest in
the Wilkes Law School Plan- -
ning Initiative are invited o
follow its progress on the
initiative’s Web site. The ad-
dress is www.law.wilkes.edu.
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